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Mr. Vail came to Arizona in 1879, The story of
Following the Trail of the Apaches covers his experiences
cof a few days in June 1886. The three sketches were
written by Mr. Vail in 1930 and review his experiences and

observations of those early days in Arizona.
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Written in 1820

A MEXICAN BAILE,
By E. L. Vail,

Ranoh life in sarxly days was not entirely without
amusement, All young men rust play occasionally, About
seven niles weet of the EBmpire Ranch in the Sapnta Rita
Mountains thers im & 1ittle placer gold mining canp called
Greaterville, This wa® the neareat aettlement to the
ranch, and in the late seventies and early sightiea, the
mines produced a good deal of gonld dust. The vopulation
of Greaterville was principally wexican, with some American
siners from California, Colorado and qth@r places,

The Mexicans are v&r? fond of dancing, and there are
alwayes some musicians amwong them, With a violin, guitar,
bass-vicl or harp, they make very good dance musie,
Ocecasionally, the Mexican minera and their families would
give a "baile® (dance), and the cow-boys from the ranch
would ride up thers to attend., On one such occasion, when the
Empire crowd arrived, the baile was in full awing, but the
Mexioan minare decided they would not let the cow~boys have
their girle as partners, so they lockad the door and would not
let them in.

One of the Bmpire crowd had an idea which proved very
successful, The weathay was ¢o0ld and there waa a fire in the

fire-place in the little adobe building where the dance was
being held., With a little assistance from the others, he
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climbed up on the roof and droppsd a handfull of six-shooter
cartridges down the chimney into the fire, 1In a few minutes
when the cartridgee commsnced to go off the Mexicans came out
with a rush through the doors and windows which they did not
gtop to open.

The Empire crowd chose their partners for the next
waltz and the dance went on. On2 of the Msxican dons, whose
girl had been captured by a ranch man, was following his new
rival around the room with a dangerous locking knife, and a
Texas cowboy was close behind the Mexican with his Colt 45
ready for action in case the jealous lover made a bresak.

Fortunately there was no blood shed and after the
dance was over, the owners of the ranch extsnded a cordial
invitation to all thoss who were present and to their families
to come to the ranch as their guests at an early date,

On this occasion several friends from Tucson were
also present. There was plenty to eat, and as usual in thosse
days, sufficient to drink, and all had a good time. Many of
the Mexican ladies brought their babies , which were parked in

the boss's bedroom,





